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August 30, 2021

I joined the Missouri Democratic Party to walk in the KC Pride Parade on Aug. 21! 

Hello Neighbor,

As summer winds down in the 14th, I want to wish all students and educators a
happy, safe and successful school year. I know it's been a tough year and half, but I'm
proud to serve such a wonderful community filled with smart, resilient folks working
every day to overcome the challenges COVID keeps throwing our way. 

Before we get to the news of the week, I'm thrilled to announce that the Missouri
Cybersecurity Act went into e�ect on August  28th! Representative Bill Hardwick
and I created this important piece of bipartisan legislation to protect our state's
valuable cyber infrastructure from costly and debilitating cyber attacks.

As always, thanks for checking in! Please don't hesitate to reach out if there's
anything I can do for you. 

Take care,
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Representative Ashley Aune
District 14 | (573) 751-3618

Legislative Update

ATTORNEY GENERAL SEEKS TO STOP
SCHOOL MASK MANDATES

Attorney General Eric Schmitt filed a
lawsuit on Aug. 24 seeking to block
Missouri public schools from enforcing
mask requirements, as the delta
variant continues to sweep through
state. Schmitt has made his legal
e�orts against local government
responses to the pandemic central to
his campaign for the U.S. Senate seat
that’s up for election in 2022.

The lawsuit, filed in Boone County
Circuit Court, challenges the Columbia
Public Schools' mask mandate.
However, Schmitt is seeking class-
action status so that the case would
apply to all other Missouri school
districts, 50 of which have adopted
their own mandates. In the lawsuit,
Schmitt said he “seeks to protect the
welfare of Missouri’s children and the
liberty and constitutional rights of the
people of Missouri.”

Critics contend Schmitt’s lawsuit, if
successful, greatly increases the
likelihood of more schools being forced
to shi� from in-person instruction to
online learning in order to contain
outbreaks. 

The latest guidance from the CDC
recommends indoor masking in
schools, including for vaccinated
adults. At present, no vaccines have
been approved for children under age
12, putting them at particular risk with
infection rates among children
soaring with the spread of the delta
variant.

As The Kansas City Star and other news

MOST NEW LAWS PASSED THIS YEAR
TAKE EFFECT AUG. 28

August 28 marks the date that most
new state laws passed by the Missouri
General Assembly during its spring
legislative session go into e�ect,
including high-profile measures
relating to taxation, private school
vouchers and policing. Here is a run
down of some of them:
 

Senate Bill 262 gradually
increases Missouri’s fuel tax by an
additional 12.5 cents over five
years. The first of five 2.5-cent
increases will kick in Oct. 1, and
will be the first increase since
1996 
SB 153, commonly known as the
“Wayfair Tax,” makes it easier for
local governments and the state
to collect sales taxes for online
purchases
SB 26 grants special legal
protections to police o�icers
accused of wrongdoing, likely
making it harder to hold
problem o�icers accountable for
their actions
SB 53 prohibits police from using
respiratory chokeholds on
suspects in most circumstances,
requires law enforcement
agencies to track and report
use-of-force incidents, increases
penalties for o�icers who have
sexual contact with those in
custody and grants prosecutors
more authority to seek to
overturn past wrongful
convictions
House Bill 349 redirects state
revenue for tax breaks to
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outlets reported, White House Press
Secretary Jennifer Psaki, during an
Aug. 24 media briefing, sharply
criticized the lawsuit for putting
children at risk. “The president thinks
that’s completely unacceptable,” Psaki
said.

As of Aug. 25, no hearing date had been
set in the case, State of Missouri ex rel.
Eric Schmitt v. Columbia Public Schools. 
 

TOP GOP OPERATIVE PLEADS GUILTY
TO FEDERAL TAX FELONY

David Barklage, a prominent
Republican campaign operative with
ties to most of Missouri’s top
Republican o�icials, including Gov.
Mike Parson, pleaded guilty to a
felony tax charge in federal court on
Aug. 25. Barklage faces up to three
years in prison and a $100,000 fine,
although his attorney is asking for
probation.

Barklage was a key player in the 1990s
and early 2000s state House and Senate
campaigns that led to Republican
takeovers of both chambers, a�er a
half-century of Democratic control.
More recently, Barklage was a
consultant for Uniting Missouri, a
political action committee formed to
support Parson. According to the
Missouri Independent, Uniting Missouri
has paid Barklage $70,000 this year.
As of Aug. 26, Barklage was also still a
registered lobbyist in Missouri.

In his plea agreement, Barklage
admitted to failing to pay $151,842 in
federal income taxes from 2012 to
2014. At the time, Barklage was co-
owner of the consulting firm Barklage
and Knodell with Robert Knodell, who
currently is the governor’s deputy
chief of sta�. Barklage is scheduled to
be sentenced Dec. 2.
 

 
STATE REPORTS 10,000 COVID
DEATHS, REAL TOLL MUCH HIGHER
 
Missouri’s death toll from COVID-19
topped 10,000 on Aug. 12, according

provide partial tuition vouchers
for K-12 students to attend
private schools 
SB 51 shields businesses, health
care providers, nursing homes
and religious institutions from
lawsuits relating to COVID-19
exposure 
HB 297 removes an existing
statutory cap on how much
public colleges and universities
may increase tuition in a given
year and ensures college
athletes are able to earn
compensation from the use of
their name, image, likeness or
reputation (NIL)

JUDGE REFUSES TO BLOCK GUN BILL
THAT DECLARES FEDERAL GUN LAWS
INVALID IN MISSOURI

Cole County Judge Dan Green today
declined to grant a preliminary
injunction blocking enforcement of
HB 85, the dubiously titled Second
Amendment Preservation Act. The
bill's key provisions purport to declare
federal gun laws unenforceable in
Missouri and empowers o�enders to
sue local police for assisting in federal
gun investigation. 

Green, a Republican, did not uphold
the constitutionality of HB 85. Instead,
he said "request for declaratory
relief by the plainti�s' — St. Louis City,
St. Louis County and Jackson County
— wasn't proper" since they have
other legal avenues they can pursue.
More details about this will come soon.

Green's judgment can be found
here: https://www.courts.mo.gov
/fv/c/judgment_FINAL.pdf?courtCode=
19&di=2188488
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Republican campaign operative with
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to o�icial numbers reported by the
Missouri Department of Health and
Senior Services. However, because the
state undercounts COVID-19 fatalities
compared to statistics compiled by
local health departments, the state’s
total death count stood at 11,182 that
day, according to an analysis
conducted by the Missouri
Independent.

Because of the undercount, Missouri
likely topped 10,000 deaths in late
May or early June, according to the
Independent, an online news
organization focusing on state
government. The 10,002 cumulative
cases the state reported for Aug. 12 was
1,180 short of what local health
departments reported.
 
The discrepancy exists because the
state only counts fatalities in cases in
which a person’s COVID-19 positive
status was confirmed by a
polymerase chain reaction, or PCR,
test and excludes cases confirmed by
an antigen test. Most counties, on the
contrary, DO include antigen test
cases in their fatality counts, according
to the Independent. The news site first
reported that Gov. Mike Parson’s
administration has been
underreporting cases total and death
counts in March.
 
Missouri currently ranks in the top
third among U.S. states with the
most new COVID-19 cases and deaths
per capita. It also has among the
lowest vaccination rates, with just 43
percent of eligible Missourians being
fully vaccinated as of Aug. 19, according
to tracking data maintained by The New
York Times.
 

Aug. 25. Barklage faces up to three
years in prison and a $100,000 fine,
although his attorney is asking for
probation.

Barklage was a key player in the 1990s
and early 2000s state House and Senate
campaigns that led to Republican
takeovers of both chambers, a�er a
half-century of Democratic control.
More recently, Barklage was a
consultant for Uniting Missouri, a
political action committee formed to
support Parson. According to the
Missouri Independent, Uniting Missouri
has paid Barklage $70,000 this year.
As of Aug. 26, Barklage was also still a
registered lobbyist in Missouri.

In his plea agreement, Barklage
admitted to failing to pay $151,842 in
federal income taxes from 2012 to
2014. At the time, Barklage was co-
owner of the consulting firm Barklage
and Knodell with Robert Knodell, who
currently is the governor’s deputy
chief of sta�. Barklage is scheduled to
be sentenced Dec. 2.

COVID Vaccination Updates
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ALL MISSOURI ADULTS & KIDS AGE 12+ ARE NOW ELIGIBLE

With the Delta variant spreading rapidly across the state, it is more important than
ever to get vaccinated. If you have not been vaccinated, I encourage you to do so, as
all Missouri adults, and kids over the age of 12, are now eligible to receive the COVID
vaccine. Please use the resources below to sign up! I also suggest wearing your
mask, as science has told us fully vaccinated people can spread the virus. I am back
to masking in public places, and you should too!

Missouri Services Navigator
United Way of Greater Kansas City - Resource Directory
Northland Human Services Directory
FindHelp.org
Apply for Missouri Social Services such as health care coverage, family medical,
food stamps, child care subsidy and more.

Transportation
If you are 60 years or older, visit Clay County Senior Services' website for a list of
options for free or low-cost transportation. Also learn about their transportation
options for COVID vaccination.

Platte County Senior Fund also o�ers transportation to people age 60 and over for
COVID vaccinations, up to 50 miles one way.  Their number is 816-270-2800.

Follow Me on Social Media

If you don't already, I encourage you to follow me on social media for more frequent
updates and opportunities to get involved!
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